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Prelude: Lord I lift your name on high

Scripture reading:  
	Mt 16:18
	And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.


Congregational: He is exalted. (Twill Paris) He is exalted, the King is 
  exalted on

 Praise His name
Drama or Video:

Offering and Announcements:

Message: Hello. We are glad you chose to come to Church today. There are a lot of other choices you could have made. We want to let you know that you being here is an encouragement to me. Friends it fits right with today’s message “Why go to Church”.

What is Church?

Church
 (Hebrew: qahal, ’edah; Greek: ekklesia) 

 (The people of God; the collective body of believers. (Also, CONGREGATION, ASSEMBLY, THE BODY OF CHRIST.))

Ephesians 2:19,20 

	Eph 2:19
	Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;

	
	

	Eph 2:20
	And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;


Church
Derived probably from the Greek kuriakon (i.e., "the Lord's house"), which was used by ancient authors for the place of worship. 

  It is translated "assembly" in the ordinary classical sense (Acts 19:32,39,41). 

  A few Christians associated together in observing the ordinances of the gospel are an ecclesia (Romans 16:5; Colossians 4:15). 

  All the Christians in a particular city, whether they assembled together in one place or in several places for religious worship, were an ecclesia. Thus all the disciples in Antioch, forming several congregations, were one church (Acts 13:1); so also we read of the "church of God at Corinth" (1 Corinthians 1:2), "the church at Jerusalem" (Acts 8:1), "the church of Ephesus" (Revelation 2:1), etc. 

  The whole body of professing Christians throughout the world (1 Corinthians 15:9; Galatians 1:13; Matthew 16:18) are the church of Christ. 

The church visible "consists of all those throughout the world that profess the true religion, together with their children." It is called "visible" because its members are known and its assemblies are public. Here there is a mixture of "wheat and chaff," of saints and sinners. "God has commanded his people to organize themselves into distinct visible ecclesiastical communities, with constitutions, laws, and officers, badges, ordinances, and discipline, for the great purpose of giving visibility to his kingdom, of making known the gospel of that kingdom, and of gathering in all its elect subjects. This is "the kingdom of heaven," whose character and progress are set forth in the parables recorded in Matthew 13. 
The children of all who thus profess the true religion are members of the visible church along with their parents. Children are included in every covenant God ever made with man. They go along with their parents (Genesis 9:9-17; 12:1-3; 17:7; Exodus 20:5; Deuteronomy 29:10-13). Peter, on the day of Pentecost, at the beginning of the New Testament dispensation, announces the same great principle. "The promise [just as to Abraham and his seed the promises were made] is unto you, and to your children" (Acts 2:38,39). The children of believing parents are "holy", i.e., are "saints", a title which designates the members of the Christian church (1 Corinthians 7:14). (See BAPTISM .) 

The church invisible "consists of the whole number of the elect that have been, are, or shall be gathered into one under Christ, the head thereof." This is a pure society, the church in which Christ dwells. It is the body of Christ. it is called "invisible" because the greater part of those who constitute it are already in heaven or are yet unborn, and also because its members still on earth cannot certainly be distinguished. The qualifications of membership in it are internal and are hidden. It is unseen except by Him who "searches the heart." "The Lord knoweth them that are his" (2 Timothy 2:19). 

The church to which the attributes, prerogatives, and promises appertaining to Christ's kingdom belong, is a spiritual body consisting of all true believers, i.e., the church invisible. 

  Its unity. God has ever had only one church on earth. We sometimes speak of the Old Testament Church and of the New Testament church, but they are one and the same. The Old Testament church was not to be changed but enlarged (Isaiah 49:13-23; 60:1-14). When the Jews are at length restored, they will not enter a new church, but will be grafted again into "their own olive tree" (Romans 11:18-24; Compare Ephesians 2:11-22). The apostles did not set up a new organization. Under their ministry disciples were "added" to the "church" already existing (Acts 2:47). 

  Its perpetuity. It will continue through all ages to the end of the world. It can never be destroyed. It is an "everlasting kindgdom."
Why go to Church?

1. God uses the service to talk to you. Have you ever attended and found that the service seem to be speaking to you? It seems to meet your circumstances or you learned something that improved you when applied.

2. Do what the leader did. Jesus attended services. Do you want to be like Jesus Christ?

3. It established a legacy for your children.

4. The bible says don’t forsake the assembling of others. God’s word said that we should go. In my opinion it is a good source of fellowship.

5. It encourages the others attending including the Pastor.

6. It is one of the steps needed to heat you up spiritually. You are Bombarded with messages from the secular world through TV, Radio, e-mail and people that are not honoring God. This can cause you to cool down some spiritually. You need the spiritual shot in the arm sort to speak by attending a Church service.

7. Worship the God who gave his life for you.

8. The Church is the Hope of the world.

9. To pray as a group and lift one another up.

10. To receive spiritual training to mature you past the sipping milk stage. This will allow you to be expose to God’s teaching that can give you the tools to make you more Christ like. The teaching of God’s word is life changing.

Other scripture references:

1 Peter 2:4,5  

	1pe 2:4
	To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious,

	
	

	1pe 2:5
	Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

	
	

	Peter 2:4

Stone
Stones were commonly used for buildings, also as memorials of important events (Genesis 28:18; Joshua 24:26,27; 1 Samuel 7:12, etc.). They were gathered out of cultivated fields (Isaiah 5:2; Compare 2 Kings 3:19). This word is also used figuratively of believers (1 Peter 2:4,5), and of the Messiah (Psalms 118:22; Isaiah 28:16; Matthew 21:42; Acts 4:11, etc.). In Daniel 2:45 it refers also to the Messiah. He is there described as "cut out of the mountain." (See ROCK .)
	


Matthew 16:18 Jesus Builds church.  

	Mt 16:18
	And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

	
	


1 Corinthians 3:16 Gods Temple. 

	1co 3:16
	Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?

	
	


Revelation 20:4-6 Church will reign with Christ

	Re 20:4
	And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.

	
	

	Re 20:5
	But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection.

	
	

	Re 20:6
	Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.

	
	


Revelation 21:2 Bride of Christ. 

	Re 21:2
	And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

	
	


Colossians 1:18 Body of Christ. 

	Col 1:18
	And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

	
	


Question: What’s keeping some of you from spending time in Church? Did you have a bad experience? 

Don’t give up. We want you to know that we are here for you. If you have spiritual questions please don’t hesitate to ask us. 

Action Steps: I want to challenge you to do all you can to not miss a church service.

Just get in the car. Whatever it is that is keeping you from coming to God’s house toss it to the side. 

Scripture References:

Luke 4:16  

	Lu 4:16
	And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.


Hebrews 10:25

	Heb 10:25
	Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

	
	


Hebrews 10:25

Fellowship
  With God, consisting in the knowledge of his will (Job 22:21; John 17:3); agreement with his designs (Amos 3:2); mutual affection (Romans 8:: 3839,39); enjoyment of his presence (Psalms 4:6); conformity to his image (1 John 2:6; 1:6); and participation of his felicity (1 John 1:3,4; Ephesians 3:14-21).
Exodus 20:8 

	Ex 20:8
	Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.

	
	


Revelation 3:15-16 

	Re 3:15
	I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.

	
	

	Re 3:16
	So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.


1 Peter 2:4,5 

	1pe 2:4
	To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious,

	
	

	1pe 2:5
	Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

	
	


Ephesians 2:19,20 

	Eph 2:19
	Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;

	
	

	Eph 2:20
	And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;

	
	


Matthew 16:18 Jesus Builds church. 

	Mt 16:18
	And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

	
	


1 Corinthians 3:16 Gods Temple

	1co 3:16
	Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?

	
	


Revelation 20:4-6 Church will reign with Christ. 

	Re 20:4
	And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.

	
	

	Re 20:5
	But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection.

	
	

	Re 20:6
	Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.

	
	


Revelation 21:2 Bride of Christ. 

	Re 21:2
	And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

	
	


Colossians 1:18 Body of Christ 

	Col 1:18
	And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

	
	


Christ, the Head of the Church
· Predicted 
Psalms 118:22; Matthew 21:42 
· Appointed by God 
Ephesians 1:22 

· Declared by himself 
Matthew 21:42 

· As his mystical body 
Ephesians 4:12,15; 5:23 

· Has the pre-eminence in all things 
1 Corinthians 11:3; Ephesians 1:22; Colossians 1:18 

· Commissioned his Apostles 
Matthew 10:1,7; 28:19; John 20:21 

· Instituted the ordinances 
Matthew 28:19; Luke 22:19,20 

· Imparts gifts 
Psalms 68:18; Ephesians 4:8 

· Saints are complete in 
Colossians 2:10 

· Perverters of the truth do not hold 
Colossians 2:18,19 

Song: Build Your Church Into My Heart (Greg Ferguson)

Conclusion: The church is the most important part of the human experience.

The Lord has set the Church up to be an intricate part of our lives. The Church performs important events in our lives. Baptisms, Communion, Marriages, Baby dedications, teaching, counseling, assorted prayers, worship and funerals. 

Please make sure you treat you attending top priority. In the long run you will be glad you did.

Let’s stand for closing prayer.

Our Father in Heaven, thank you for saying that the gates of Hell will not prevail against your Church. Keep building them up oh lord so that the hope people are seeking can be found through the Church. The church is the hope of the world. Shine on them Lord forever more. Encourage record number of people to finally understand why you designed the Church and to get involved in Jesus name Amen.

